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DR. SHYAM BIHARI AGRAWAL

Dr. Shyam Bihari Agrawal is a distinguished artist, academician, and art historian whose
contributions to Indian painting and visual arts span over six decades. He has played a pivotal role
in preserving and extending the traditions of Indian painting, particularly in the styles of Basohli,
Mewar, Kangra, and the Bengal School, while also infusing modern artistic sensibilities.

2. Born on 1% September, 1942, in Sirsa, Prayagraj, Dr. Agrawal pursued his formal
training at Allahabad University's Department of Painting and later refined his skills at the
Government College of Art and Craft, Kolkata. Under the mentorship of renowned artist
Kshitindra Nath Majumdar, he honed his expertise in Fresco, Mural painting, and Indian
miniature styles.

3. Dr. Agrawal has made significant contributions in various domains of art, including Fresco,
Mural painting, photography, and sculpture. His painting 'Veni Gunthan' executed in the Mewar
style, won the prestigious Indu Rakshita Award for the best Indian painting in 1965. Throughout
his career, he has been an influential figure in academia, having served as a Lecturer and later as a
Professor at Allahabad University's Department of Visual Arts. He has served as the Head of the
Department of Painting at Allahabad University, Vice President and Secretary of the Allahabad
University Teachers' Association, and a member of several boards and committees, including the
Board of High School and Intermediate Education, Uttar Pradesh. He has also been an adviser for
art curricula at various universities and a mentor to countless students and researchers. He has
guided numerous doctoral students and contributed to the development of fine arts curricula at
institutions such as Indira Kala Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya, Jharkhand, and Mahatma Gandhi
Chitrakoot Gramoday Vishwavidyalaya, Chitrakoot.

4. Beyond teaching, Dr. Agrawal has been a key figure in fostering artistic communities. He
founded the 'Roop Shilp Lalit Kala Sansthan' in Prayagraj, an organization dedicated to
promoting art and cultural discourse through exhibitions, workshops, and seminars. His
influence extends to the editorial world, having served as the editor for esteemed art magazines
like Kala Tramasik, Rooplekha, and Kala Darpan. His scholarly contributions include over 40
research papers, as well as numerous books on Indian painting and aesthetics, including
'‘Bhartiya Chitrakala aur Kavya, 'History of Indian Painting' (Volumes I & II), and 'Figure
Drawing and Composition'.

5. Dr. Agrawal's impact is evident in the widespread recognition of his work. He has been
honoured by prestigious institutions, including the State Lalit Kala Akademi, Lucknow. His
paintings are housed in notable collections such as the Allahabad Museum, Officers' Mess of the
Kumaon Regiment, and in private collections of esteemed Indian and foreign art connoisseurs. His
artistic excellence has been acknowledged with numerous accolades, including the 'National
Humanity Award' for his contributions to art, education, and social service.
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